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[ e Cold War dominated Mew Zealand’s approach to
international affairs in the four decades after the Second
World War. The outcome of the split between the Soviet
Union and its wartime Western allies that occurred in

the late 1940s, this grim confrontation became maore
threatening as technological advances increased the
ability of both sides to inflict damage on each other. While
mutual deterrence imposed a restraining clamp, there
were limes of great lension as the unthinkable became

a possibility, not least during the Cuban Missile Crisis of
1942, Within this framework, competition between the two
blocs --- Soviet and Western --- often led to brutal contlict
{"hot wars’), especially when Cold War influences became
entwined with decolonisation, the other great post-war
development. New Zealand, along with its Commonwealth
partners, became involved in a series of limited wars

in Asia: the Korean War, the Malayan Emergency,
Confrontation and, most cantroversially, the Vietnam War

The Cold War permeated every aspect of post-war life. A
struggle conducted not just on overseas battlefields but
alsoin the domestic political, cultural and ideclogical
milieu, it restricted policy oplions, prevented interaction
and bred suspicion unlil its demise following the collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1991
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The Cold War brooded over the world for half of
the 20™ century but its effects on New Zealand’s

outlook and life have had little serious examina-

tion. Seeing Red steps into this gap with twelve

accounts of the varying effects of this period on
our country, from lan McGibbon’s description of
its origins to the fresh look by a Californian pro-
fessor at the ANZUS dispute of the 1980s.

lan McGibbon and John Crawford, both military
historians of long experience, have edited the pa-
pers delivered at a Cold War conference in 2007.
The contributions offer unexpected perspectives,
from describing the 1949 referendum as the only
occasion the public have had a direct say in the
nation’s defence policy, to seeing the ANZUS
quarrel as the conclusion by New Zealanders that
the Cold War was over. The range of contributors,
including three from the United States, Canada
and Australia, ensures that the perspectives are

varied and the analysis is authoritative.
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